《Explanatory Notes on Zephaniah》(John Wesley)

Commentator

John Wesley was a Church of England cleric and Christian theologian. Wesley is largely credited, along with his brother Charles Wesley, as founding the Methodist movement which began when he took to open-air preaching in a similar manner to George Whitefield. In contrast to George Whitefield's Calvinism, Wesley embraced the Arminian doctrines that were dominant in the 18th-century Church of England. Methodism in both forms was a highly successful evangelical movement in the United Kingdom, which encouraged people to experience Jesus Christ personally.

Wesley's writing and preachings provided the seeds for both the modern Methodist movement and the Holiness movement, which encompass numerous denominations across the world. In addition, he refined Arminianism with a strong evangelical emphasis on the Reformed doctrine of justification by faith.

Wesley was a logical thinker and expressed himself clearly, concisely and forcefully in writing. His written sermons are characterised by spiritual earnestness and simplicity. They are doctrinal but not dogmatic. His Notes on the New Testament (1755) are enlightening. Both the Sermons (about 140) and the Notes are doctrinal standards. Wesley was a fluent, powerful and effective preacher. He usually preached spontaneously and briefly, though occasionally at great length.

Zephaniah 1
Verse 1

[1] The word of the LORD which came unto Zephaniah the son of Cushi, the son of Gedaliah, the son of Amariah, the son of Hizkiah, in the days of Josiah the son of Amon, king of Judah.

Zephaniah — He is thought to have been the great-grandson of king Hezekiah.

In the days of Josiah — So he was cotemporary with Jeremiah and Ezekiel, and foretells what Jeremiah and Ezekiel did.

Verse 4

[image: image1.png]


[image: image2.png]


[4] I will also stretch out mine hand upon Judah, and upon all the inhabitants of Jerusalem; and I will cut off the remnant of Baal from this place, and the name of the Chemarims with the priests;

The remnant — Whatsoever remains of the idolatry of Baal.

This place — Jerusalem.

The name — Both the persons, and the memory of them.

The Chemarims — Either called so from their black garments they went in, or, from their swarthy colour occasioned by the black smoak of incense: they were door-keepers, and sextons of Baal.

The priests — The priests of Baal.

Verse 5

[5] And them that worship the host of heaven upon the housetops; and them that worship and that swear by the LORD, and that swear by Malcham;

House-tops — On the flat roofs of their houses.

And that swear — That mixt idol-worship, and the worship of the true God; that devote themselves to God, and Baal, or Malchim, that is, Moloch.

Verse 7

[7] Hold thy peace at the presence of the Lord GOD: for the day of the LORD is at hand: for the LORD hath prepared a sacrifice, he hath bid his guests.

Hold thy peace — Thou that murmurest against God, stand in awe.

The day — A day of vengeance from the Lord.

A sacrifice — The wicked Jews, whom he will sacrifice by the sword.

His guests — summoned the beasts of the field, and the fowls of the air, to eat the flesh, and drink the blood.

Verse 8
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[8] And it shall come to pass in the day of the LORD's sacrifice, that I will punish the princes, and the king's children, and all such as are clothed with strange apparel.

The princes — The great ones, who dreamed of shifting better than others, but fell with the first, 2 Kings 25:19-21.

Children — Sons and grand-children, Josiah: Jehoahaz died a captive in Egypt, 2 Kings 23:34, Jehoakim died in Babylon, and was buried with the burial of an ass, Jeremiah 22:18,19, Jeconiah died a captive: and Zedekiah and his children, fared still worse.

Strange apparel — The garb of foreigners, imitated by the wanton Jews.

Verse 9

[9] In the same day also will I punish all those that leap on the threshold, which fill their masters' houses with violence and deceit.

In the same day — At the same time.

Their masters houses — Either the oppressing kings, whose officers these were, or publick officers and judges, whose servants thus spoiled the poor.

Violence — Goods taken by force, by false accusations, or by suborned evidence.

Verse 10

[10] And it shall come to pass in that day, saith the LORD, that there shall be the noise of a cry from the fish gate, and an howling from the second, and a great crashing from the hills.

The noise — The great out-cry and lamentation.

The fish gate — At which gate the Babylonians first entered into the city.

The second — This gate was in the second wall of Jerusalem, which on that side was fortified with three walls.

Crashing — Of things broken into shivers; possibly the noise of doors, windows, closets, and chests broken up.

The hills — On which the city stood.

Verse 11

[11] Howl, ye inhabitants of Maktesh, for all the merchant people are cut down; all they that bear silver are cut off.

Howl — Cry aloud, and bitterly.

Maktesh — The lower town.

Merchant people — Who were wont to lodge in this place.

That bear silver — That brought it with them to pay for what they bought.

Verse 12

[12] And it shall come to pass at that time, that I will search Jerusalem with candles, and punish the men that are settled on their lees: that say in their heart, The LORD will not do good, neither will he do evil.

I will search — God speaks after the manner of men, who searches dark places with candles. He will fully discover and punish.

Their lees — In allusion to liquors, which not being poured out from vessel to vessel to refine them, grow thick and foul.

Verse 14

[14] The great day of the LORD is near, it is near, and hasteth greatly, even the voice of the day of the LORD: the mighty man shall cry there bitterly.

The voice if the day — The day which will come with a great noise.

Verse 15

[15] That day is a day of wrath, a day of trouble and distress, a day of wasteness and desolation, a day of darkness and gloominess, a day of clouds and thick darkness,

A day — Of unparalleled calamities.

Verse 17

[17] And I will bring distress upon men, that they shall walk like blind men, because they have sinned against the LORD: and their blood shall be poured out as dust, and their flesh as the dung.

Like blind men — Not knowing where to go.

As dust — As abundantly, and as carelessly as dust in the highway.

Verse 18

[18] Neither their silver nor their gold shall be able to deliver them in the day of the LORD's wrath; but the whole land shall be devoured by the fire of his jealousy: for he shall make even a speedy riddance of all them that dwell in the land.

In the land — Therefore let not sinners be laid asleep by the patience of God; for when the measure of their iniquity is full, his justice will both overtake and overcome them, will make quick and thorough work.

Zephaniah 2

Verse 1

[1] Gather yourselves together, yea, gather together, O nation not desired;

Gather yourselves — Call a solemn assembly, proclaim a fast.

Not desired — Or, not desirous. Unwilling to return, and unworthy to be received on your return.

Verse 2
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[2] Before the decree bring forth, before the day pass as the chaff, before the fierce anger of the LORD come upon you, before the day of the LORD's anger come upon you.

The decree — Before God's decree is put in execution.

The day — Before the day of your calamities.

As the chaff — Carry you away as the wind carries chaff away.

Verse 3

[3] Seek ye the LORD, all ye meek of the earth, which have wrought his judgment; seek righteousness, seek meekness: it may be ye shall be hid in the day of the LORD's anger.

Seek — Fear, worship, depend on him alone.

Ye meek — Ye humble ones.

Wrought his judgment — Obeyed his precepts.

Seek righteousness — Continue therein.

Seek meekness — Patiently wait on the just and merciful God.

Hid — Under the wing of Divine Providence.

Verse 4

[4] For Gaza shall be forsaken, and Ashkelon a desolation: they shall drive out Ashdod at the noon day, and Ekron shall be rooted up.

For — It is time to seek God; for your neighbours, as well as you, shall be destroyed.

Gaza — A chief city of the Philistines.

They — The Babylonians.

Shall drive — Into captivity.

At the noon day — It shall be taken by force at noon.

Verse 5
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[5] Woe unto the inhabitants of the sea coast, the nation of the Cherethites! the word of the LORD is against you; O Canaan, the land of the Philistines, I will even destroy thee, that there shall be no inhabitant.

The inhabitants — All the Philistines.

Cherethites — Or destroyers, men that were stout, fierce, and terrible to their neighbours.

O Canaan — That part that the Philistines kept by force from the Jews.

Verse 6

[6] And the sea coast shall be dwellings and cottages for shepherds, and folds for flocks.

For shepherds — Instead of cities full of rich citizens, there shall be only cottages for shepherds.

Verse 7

[7] And the coast shall be for the remnant of the house of Judah; they shall feed thereupon: in the houses of Ashkelon shall they lie down in the evening: for the LORD their God shall visit them, and turn away their captivity.

The coast — The sea-coast, the land of the Philistines.

The remnant — That survive the captivity.

Shall feed — Their flocks.

In the houses — In places where these formerly stood.

They — Both shepherds and flocks.

Shall visit — In mercy.

Verse 8

[8] I have heard the reproach of Moab, and the revilings of the children of Ammon, whereby they have reproached my people, and magnified themselves against their border.

I — God.

Magnified themselves — Invading their frontiers.

Verse 9

[9] Therefore as I live, saith the LORD of hosts, the God of Israel, Surely Moab shall be as Sodom, and the children of Ammon as Gomorrah, even the breeding of nettles, and saltpits, and a perpetual desolation: the residue of my people shall spoil them, and the remnant of my people shall possess them.

Of nettles — Not cultivated, but over-run with nettles.

Salt-pits — A dry, barren earth, fit only to dig salt out of.

The residue — That return out of Babylon.

Possess them — Settle upon those parts of their lands, that are fit for habitation.

Verse 11

[11] The LORD will be terrible unto them: for he will famish all the gods of the earth; and men shall worship him, every one from his place, even all the isles of the heathen.

Famish — Take away all their sacrifices and drink-offerings.

The gods — Idols of those lands.

From his place — Not only at Jerusalem, but every where.

Verse 12

[12] Ye Ethiopians also, ye shall be slain by my sword.

By my sword — The Chaldeans are called God's sword; because God employed them.

Verse 13

[13] And he will stretch out his hand against the north, and destroy Assyria; and will make Nineveh a desolation, and dry like a wilderness.

He — God.

The north — Assyria, which lay northward of Judea, and due north from Babylon.

Verse 14

[14] And flocks shall lie down in the midst of her, all the beasts of the nations: both the cormorant and the bittern shall lodge in the upper lintels of it; their voice shall sing in the windows; desolation shall be in the thresholds: for he shall uncover the cedar work.

All the beasts — All sorts of beasts which are found in those countries.

The bittern — A bird that delights in desolate places.

Verse 15

[15] This is the rejoicing city that dwelt carelessly, that said in her heart, I am, and there is none beside me: how is she become a desolation, a place for beasts to lie down in! every one that passeth by her shall hiss, and wag his hand.

This — So the prophet triumphs over her.

There is none — None like me, or that can contend with me.

Zephaniah 3

Verse 1

[1] Woe to her that is filthy and polluted, to the oppressing city!

To her — Jerusalem.

Verse 2
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[2] She obeyed not the voice; she received not correction; she trusted not in the LORD; she drew not near to her God.

The voice — Of God by his mercy and judgments crying aloud.

Verse 3

[3] Her princes within her are roaring lions; her judges are evening wolves; they gnaw not the bones till the morrow.

Her princes — Persons of principal place and authority.

Lions — Which hunt for prey, and are ever affrighting or devouring.

Wolves — Insatiable and cruel, like wolves of the evening, whetted with hunger.

Gnaw not the bones — They leave nothing but the bones to be eaten on the morrow.

Verse 4

[4] Her prophets are light and treacherous persons: her priests have polluted the sanctuary, they have done violence to the law.

Her prophet — So called, false prophets.

Light — Unstable and inconstant.

Violence to the law — Wresting it by perverse interpretation.

Verse 5
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[5] The just LORD is in the midst thereof; he will not do iniquity: every morning doth he bring his judgment to light, he faileth not; but the unjust knoweth no shame.

In the midst — Observing all.

Not do iniquity — He will judge them righteously.

Every morning — Daily he discovers his displeasure against the wicked.

Faileth not — Lets no season slip to convince them, by public and visible punishments.

The unjust — But the wicked Jews proceed without shame, and without fear.

Verse 6

[6] I have cut off the nations: their towers are desolate; I made their streets waste, that none passeth by: their cities are destroyed, so that there is no man, that there is none inhabitant.

The nations — Of old, the Canaanites, lastly the ten tribes, and later yet, the Assyrians.

Verse 7

[7] I said, Surely thou wilt fear me, thou wilt receive instruction; so their dwelling should not be cut off, howsoever I punished them: but they rose early, and corrupted all their doings.

I said — I thought (speaking after the manner of men).

Thou — O Jerusalem.

Fear me — For the many and great judgments executed upon others.

I punished them — In some measure.

Verse 8

[8] Therefore wait ye upon me, saith the LORD, until the day that I rise up to the prey: for my determination is to gather the nations, that I may assemble the kingdoms, to pour upon them mine indignation, even all my fierce anger: for all the earth shall be devoured with the fire of my jealousy.

Therefore — Since you will not be amended.

Wait ye — Attend my resolution.

Until — Until I rise up to destroy first, and next to take the spoil.

Upon them — The incorrigible Jews.

Devoured — Consumed as if burnt up.

My jealousy — That jealousy wherewith God is jealous for his own glory.

Verse 9

[9] For then will I turn to the people a pure language, that they may all call upon the name of the LORD, to serve him with one consent.

A pure language — I will give them a pure way of worshipping me, the issue of a pure heart.

Verse 10

[10] From beyond the rivers of Ethiopia my suppliants, even the daughter of my dispersed, shall bring mine offering.

My dispersed — The praying remnant of the scattered Jews shall return to their own land, and bring themselves an offering unto the Lord.

Verse 11

[11] In that day shalt thou not be ashamed for all thy doings, wherein thou hast transgressed against me: for then I will take away out of the midst of thee them that rejoice in thy pride, and thou shalt no more be haughty because of my holy mountain.

Thy doings — Thy sins formerly committed.

In thy pride — Proud formalists.

No more be haughty — Ye shall no more boast, because of the city, or the temple.

Verse 12

[12] I will also leave in the midst of thee an afflicted and poor people, and they shall trust in the name of the LORD.

Of thee — In Judea and Jerusalem.

Verse 13

[13] The remnant of Israel shall not do iniquity, nor speak lies; neither shall a deceitful tongue be found in their mouth: for they shall feed and lie down, and none shall make them afraid.

Shall feed — Shall enjoy peace and plenty.

Verse 15

[15] The LORD hath taken away thy judgments, he hath cast out thine enemy: the king of Israel, even the LORD, is in the midst of thee: thou shalt not see evil any more.

Taken away — Abolished, and put an end to the judgments thy sins brought upon thee.

Thine enemy — The Babylonian.

Is in the midst — He is returned to redeem and govern thee.

Any more — While thy carriage is as becomes my presence with thee, thou shalt neither fear, nor feel the like evils.

Verse 18

[18] I will gather them that are sorrowful for the solemn assembly, who are of thee, to whom the reproach of it was a burden.

Sorrowful — That mourn their distance from the solemn worship of God.

Who are of thee — Thy children.

Reproach — The taunts of their enemies.

Verse 19

[19] Behold, at that time I will undo all that afflict thee: and I will save her that halteth, and gather her that was driven out; and I will get them praise and fame in every land where they have been put to shame.

Undo — I will break their power and dissolve their kingdom.

That halteth — Who is in trouble and ready to fall.

Driven out — Into remote countries.

Verse 20

[20] At that time will I bring you again, even in the time that I gather you: for I will make you a name and a praise among all people of the earth, when I turn back your captivity before your eyes, saith the LORD.

A praise — So the universal church of the first-born will be, in the great day. And then the Israel of God be made a name and a praise to all eternity.

